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V. Part of a Letter frone Dr.Cyprianus to Dr.
Sylveftre, giving an Account of a Child born
with a large Wound in the Breaft, fuppofedto
proceed from the force of Imagination.

Mongft fome other Extraordinary Accidents which
“have offered themfelves to me, fince my coming
home, there is one, I think, isworth your knowing.

It is, that a Lady is brought to bed of a Girl,
witha Wound in her Breaft above four Fingers long ;
which obliquely from the top downwards, from the
Stersum to the Left fide, ftretched it felf over the
whole Breaft. Being fent for there, I found not only
the Wound outwardly in the Skin, but after a nearer ex-
amination I perceived, that it not only penetrated to
the Mufculi intercoffales , but that it was at leaft am
Inch broad, hollow under the Fleth round about the
Wound : Befides, that there was a Contufion with a
little Swelling (Red and Blew, as is ufed to be in Con-
tufions) at the lower part of the Wound in the infide.

Before I go on farther with this Hiftory, firft I will
tell you, this Lady had an eafie and natural Delivery,
and that it was a natural birth, and that the Child
came into the World without any force, {o that confe.
quently it got not this Wound in its Birth, but was
occafioned by ftrength of Imagination, about two
Moanths before the Mother was gone to Bed, by chance
fhe heard a Report, that a Man had murthered his
Wife,and with aKnife had given her a great Wound in her
Breaft,at which Relatica fhe changed,but not exceflively.

Now my Opinion is, That the Child at that very
moment that the Mother was affrighted, reccived the
Wound in its Mothers Body, becaufe that the Wound
was very fordid ; and the infide as well as the outfide
befet with Slime, proceeding from the Water wherein
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thie Chiid is ufed to Iye in its Mothers Womb, and alio

very like a Wound received long fince. But now

which is moft worthy of RefleCtion is, thatithe Wound

after three or four Days Dreffing, begining to come o

Suppuration and Mundification, began to biced very fa.

with Streams whea drefled and wired; and ir plainiy,
in all its Circumflances, was very like a freth cur.

Wound ; orly that the ends ol the Cut Vefltis were {o
covered with Slime, that the Circulation could not
force the Blood through it. Befides, That the Coritu-
fion fore-mentioned, while that the Wound was hea'.
ing, began tco to come to Suppuration, and made =
gathering, and drew down the Matter and Blood to-
wards the Back ; for the Scituation of the Child was fach,
that the Matter could not afcend to the Wound ; ouc
of which Swelling, when it was open'd, Matter and
Blood run outin the fame manner we ufed to fee in a
Contufion made fome Days, and that wherein this
Wound is moft like to a freth Wound is, that it being
fimply hancled asa new received Wound, it Cured ; fc
that T judged this Wound wholly, even at Birth of
the Child in that State (as I fuppofe it was) at that ve-
ry mowment when the Mother was terrified, except that
it was covered with Slime as above-faid. '

To prevent a queftion, which undoubtedly you wil}
ask, why thisWound, two Months before the Birth in
the Mothers Body received did not Putrefie, and the
Contufion that was befides that, did not prefeatly come
to change into an Abfceffe; 1 wili give my Confldera-
tions therein, and fay , that this Accident remained in
the {ame Condition, becaulée no Air could come to
it, and the Child lay all over in its Water, which has
a preferving Virtue, infornuch that it excludes the
Air ; to which, to prove, I could joyn here {everai
Examples. Tours, &e.
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